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Category/Department:  General
Published:  Tuesday, April 7, 1992
On March 31 in Washington, the World Bank announced approval of a US$126 million loan for
Brasilia to help decentralize and modernize the state-run company responsible for managing
subway systems in nine metropolitan areas. The five-year program includes transfer of management
and control of Sao Paulo subways to the Sao Paulo state government by December 1993, remodeling
subway stations, equipment acquisition, construction of passenger transfer points required
to integrate subways with other modes of transportation in Sao Paulo, and administrative
reorganization. Since 1980, subway use has declined by an average 1 million passengers per day in
Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro due to equipment breakdown, spare parts shortages, power supply
problems, inadequate signal systems and frequent accidents. (Basic data from Chinese news service
Xinhua, Inter Press Service, 03/31/92)
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